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Section 1.
Background and Summary of Requirements 

      
Contracting authority

The contracting authority is the Minister for Defence, Ireland. 

     
Background

A requirement has arisen for the provision of 60mm Bombs Mortar (Illum) to the Department of Defence for operational use by the Irish Defence Forces. The requirement is for the supply of the Bombs Mortar over a five- year period as follows:

	Type
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	Total Quantity

	60mm Illum
	1,000
	1,000
	1,000
	1,000
	1,000
	5,000


The following is also required:

Training / Instructional Accessories

	Description
	Year
	Quantity

	Inert Rounds c/w drawings, Wall chart (in colour)
	2009
	10

	Sectioned rounds c/w drawings, Wall chart (in colour)
	2009
	10

	Sectioned Fuzes c/w drawings, Wall chart (in colour)
	2009
	4

	Operation and Function sequences of bomb and fuze on CD
	2009
	1

	The break down procedure for the fuze c/w Colour photographs detailing the procedure
	2009/2010
	1


OTHER TENDER REQUIREMENTS

(a) All documents to be bound in Lever Arch Type File (or equivalent)

(b) All sections of the tender reply to be indexed (and tabbed) correctly for easy reference.

(c) All documents to be submitted electronically (CD ROM) (as well as hard copy) in Microsoft word format as indicated in the specification.  Drawings,  Manufacturer Technical specifications, Quality documents etc. can be submitted in Adobe PDF format.

(d)  All questions to be answered completely.

The tender competition for the supply of the Mortars consists of a single Request for Tenders stage.

Section 2:  Conditions of Tender

Tender Submission

Tenderers are required to provide three (3) hard copies (and also see other requirements under Section 1 of tender) of the Tender in a sealed envelope marked “Tender for Bombs Mortar 60mm - Con/031/2009”, and addressed to:

Contracts Manager,

Department of Defence,

Colaiste Caoimhin,

Mobhi Road,

Glasnevin,

Dublin 9, 

Ireland.

Closing Date 

Tenders should be delivered to the above address not later than 12 noon (local time) on Thursday, 7 May 2009.  Tenders delivered late, tenders not in the specified format and incomplete tenders will not be considered. Emailed tenders will not be accepted. Tenderers hand delivering tenders (which will only be accepted at the above address) should obtain a receipt detailing time and date of delivery.

Opening of Tenders

Tenders will be opened at the Department’s Contracts Branch on 7 May 2009 at 12:00 hours (local time) in the presence of authorised officers from the Department of Defence. 

Query Handling

All queries regarding this document should be addressed by email to una.mcgarry@defence.irlgov.ie and  lorraine.Hughes@defence.irlgov.ie.  
The deadline for the submission of queries is Thursday, 23 April 2009 at 12:00 hrs local time.  The queries and associated responses will be addressed expeditiously.  Where the Department considers it appropriate, a copy of any relevant substantive enquiry and its answer will be published on www.defence.ie. In such cases, the identity and source of the query will be protected. 

Freedom of Information / Confidentiality

The Department and the Defence Forces undertake to use their best endeavours to hold confidential any information provided by Tenderers in response to this Tender, subject to obligations under law, including the Freedom of Information Act, 1997 and the Freedom of Information Amendment Act 2003. 

Tenderers wishing that any of the information supplied in their tender should not be disclosed should identify this sensitive information clearly and specify the reason for its sensitivity. (See Appendix 1). The Department will consult such candidates before making a decision on disclosure of the information concerned on foot of any relevant Freedom of Information (FOI) request, which may be received. However, the Department can give no guarantee on the final outcome of any FOI request in any instance.  The Department of Defence may release all other information supplied by the candidate (without prior consultation with the candidate), in response to an FOI request.

The Department requires that all information made available to tenderers in the course of this competition be treated in strict confidence, unless indicated otherwise by the Department in writing. 

 
Delivery of Service

The contractor shall be responsible for the delivery of all goods provided for within any agreed Contract emanating from this tender competition on the basis of the agreed costs.  The Department retains the right to withhold payment where the contractor has failed to meet its contractual obligations in relation to the delivery of goods and services to an acceptable level or quality and to terminate the contract if necessary.   

Single Contract

Although the Department of Defence reserves the right to have any information provided to the Department of Defence in a tender clarified or confirmed, the information supplied in tenders will be treated as the potential basis for a contract between the Department of Defence and the selected company. The Department of Defence will not enter into negotiations with any third party. If it is the case that a tender is being made by more than one company they must nominate one company, with which the Department of Defence may enter into a contract on behalf of the other companies and which will accept overall responsibility for the work. All contact/correspondence with the Department of Defence will be made through this party.

Tax Clearance

The successful tenderer must be compliant with the terms of the Department of Finance Circular 43/2006 Tax Clearance Procedures - Public Sector Contracts. Where a Tax Clearance Certificate expires within the course of the Contract, the Department will seek a renewed certificate from the company.  All payments under the Contract will be conditional on the contractor being in possession of a valid tax clearance certificate issued by the Irish Revenue Commissioners. 

Cost of Responding to this RFT

The Department will not be liable in respect of any costs incurred by Tenderers in the preparation of the Tender Bid or any associated work effort, including the costs of any presentations etc. deemed to be necessary as part of the evaluation process.

Clarification of Information

Information provided by Tenderers will be treated as binding.  However, the Department reserves the right to seek clarification or verification of any such information.  Post-tender qualifications or revisions will not be acceptable and may invalidate the tender.

Interpretation of RFT

The Department does not accept responsibility for any Tenderer’s assessment of the requirements.  It is the duty of the Tenderer to fully understand and correctly interpret this RFT.  At all times, the Tenderer has the responsibility to notify the Department, in writing, of any ambiguity, divergence, error, omission, oversight, or contradiction contained in this RFT as it is discovered or to request any instruction, decision, clarification or direction that the Tenderer may require to prepare a Tender.  (See Section on Query Handling.) In the event that any additions or amendments to the Request for Tenders, as set out in the document, be deemed necessary prior to the closing date for receipt of tenders, these will be issued to applicants in the form of supplementary documents and will form part of the Request for Tenders.

Acceptance of Tenders

Subject to the appropriate procurement rules, the Department reserves the right not to proceed with the procurement process or any part of the process or to change the basis of the process and may terminate the process (or any part thereof) at any time and in such event the Department shall not be liable, howsoever, to any potential candidate or the company tendering.  Nothing herein or any communication between the Department and any potential candidate in connection with this procurement shall be relied upon as constituting a contract, agreement or representation that any contract shall be offered in accordance herewith. The Department shall not be bound to accept the lowest or any tender. 

Duration of Tender Bid

The Tenderer’s terms and conditions of response to this RFT must hold good for 120 days from the closing date for submission of tenders. Tenderers must sign a declaration to this effect (see Appendix 2). The tender bid will form the basis of any contract subsequently entered into. 

Conflict of Interest

Any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest on the part of the successful tenderer, individual employee or corporate or individual service provider of a contractor must be fully disclosed to the Department.  All references hereinafter to conflicts of interest shall include conflicts of interest or potential conflicts of interest arising either for the successful tenderer, individual employees or corporate or individual service providers relating to the Tender. Tenderers should confirm in the course of their Tender that, prior to responding to this RFT, comprehensive searches to identify any conflict of interest have been carried out. Tenderers are expected to exercise all reasonable care in ensuring that they are aware of any conflicts of interest, which exist or may arise at any stage of the process.  

Should any such association or conflict of interest emerge at any time subsequent to the submission of a response to this RFT it should be immediately disclosed to the Department and confirmed in writing by registered post. 

Registerable Interest

Any registerable interest involving a Tenderer and the Department or the Defence Forces, members of the Government, members of the Oireachtas or employees of the Department or the Defence Forces or their relatives must be fully disclosed in the response to this RFT and, in the event of information on this matter only coming to notice after the submission of a Tender, should be communicated to the Department immediately upon such information becoming known to the Tenderer and should be confirmed in writing by registered post. Registerable interest is interpreted in line with Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Act, 1995. 

Law and Jurisdiction

Work carried out by the contractor, irrespective of where their offices are located, shall be deemed to be carried out in Ireland and shall be governed by the laws of Ireland and subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Irish Courts. 

National Legislation

Tenderers should be aware that National legislation in relation to Official Secrets, Data Protection, Minimum Wage (including legally binding industrial or sectoral agreements), Waste Management, the Environment, and Health and Safety applies. The successful tenderer will be expected to comply with the relevant aspects of such legislation.  

Pricing 

All quotations / prices shall be in euro. Quotations expressed in any other currency will not be accepted. All price information must be shown in a separate section in your tender response. All prices must include any escalators over the five-year period. All prices quoted must be for delivery of the Mortars to the Ammunition Depot, DFTC, Curragh Camp, County Kildare, Ireland.

Proposed Contract

The Contract between the Department of Defence and the successful tenderer will include the following:

· This RFT,  

· Queries and Responses,

· The selected contractor's Tender Bid, and

· Any mutually negotiated terms and conditions.

Payment Schedule

Payment for all services will be on foot of the submission of appropriate invoices. Invoicing arrangements will be agreed with the successful tenderer as part of the contractual arrangements. Payments will be made to the contractor in accordance with the provisions of the Prompt Payments Act, 1997 (No. 31 of 97), as amended in the Regulations on Late Payments in Commercial Transactions, 2002, and on condition that the contractor shall pay sub-contractors accordingly.  


Termination of Contract

The Department reserves the right to go to tender again or to terminate the contract at any stage on payment of reasonable and agreed costs accrued to the date of termination. 


Format of Response

Responses to this RFT will be evaluated solely on the quality of the content of the tender proposal.  In the event that the company tendering have previously been involved in the provision of services to the Department, they should not assume that the Department is aware of their ability to carry out the work set out in this RFT.  No recognition will be given to information previously submitted.  Tenderers must sign the Declaration of Compliance with this RFT set out at Appendix 2. 

EU Council Directive 2004/18/EC

Tenderers must submit a signed declaration by the company that none of the circumstances listed in Article 45 of EU Directive 2004/18/EC apply to it. This refers to tenderers being excluded from the award procedure for reasons such as being bankrupt, having been convicted of an offence concerning professional misconduct, not having paid taxes or not having contributed to social security systems. Appendix 3 fully completed will suffice.

Section 3: Statement of Requirement

The requirement exists for up to 5,000 60mm Bombs Mortar Illum and other Training/Instructional Accessories as described in Section 1 of this document.

From the Department’s perspective, no consideration will be given to the delivery of the Mortars in a single lot. 

A formal review of any contract will be undertaken on a six monthly basis. The Department reserves the right to cancel any contract at one months notice should any substantive issues arise with the performance of the Mortars or on the part of the supplier in addressing such issues.

Section 4: Award Criteria and Evaluation Process

The contract will be awarded on the basis of the most strategically and economically advantageous tender received applying the following award criteria, listed in order of priority:

	CRITERIA
	WEIGHTING (100%)

	Technical Merit
	40%

	Price
	30%

	Documentation and Standards Supplied
	20%

	Complete delivery schedule from contract signature
	10%


The evaluation process will be conducted as follows:

1. Evaluation of manufacturers' / suppliers' written tender submission. Only tenders that comply with the requirements of this RFT will be considered. Should a tenderer’s proposal be regarded as not meeting the required specification or as incomplete by the Evaluation Board, the company will be so advised at the earliest opportunity and the tender will not be considered any further in the competition. 

During the evaluation period clarification may be sought in writing from tenderers.  Responses to requests for clarification must not materially change any of the elements of the tenders submitted.  Tenderers who do not provide the clarifications sought within 5 working days of receipt of such a request in writing/by email from the Department may be excluded from the competition. No unsolicited communications from tenderers will be entertained during the evaluation period.

The Director of Ordnance reserves the right to conduct a quality audit as part of the evaluation process.

Companies must submit tender proposals based on the requirements set down in the RFT.  Tenderers must clearly outline their ability to meet the requirements of the competition and be in a position to furnish evidence of financial and technical ability to fulfill any eventual contract within agreed time limits. 

Section 5: Format of Response

Tender responses must clearly detail and include the following: -

1. Detailed specification of the proposed Bombs Mortar 60mm Illum are at Annex C and D attached. The information detailed in all the annexes must be supplied. (English throughout).


2. The cost of the Bombs Mortar over the five years based on a programme to purchase up to 5,000 Mortars over the five-year period. All quotations must be expressed in Euros and must include all escalators. Quotations expressed in other currencies will not be considered.  All prices quoted must be for delivery of the goods to the Ammunition Depot, Defence Forces Training Centre, The Curragh, County Kildare, Ireland.


3. Details of the quantity of Bombs Mortar, of the type proposed, sold to date.


4. Details of the main organisations currently using the proposed Bombs Mortar and a contact reference point in each organisation.


5. Details of lead-time for the delivery of the Bombs Mortar.


6. Quality Control – Companies must give full details of quality control measures employed in the production of the Bombs Mortar. Where compliance with a recognised standard, STANAG, ISO, etc is claimed by a manufacturer, supplier and sub-contractor, then a copy of the standard and certification must be submitted, (English throughout). Copies of Standards submitted will only be returned if requested, including copies of all standards claimed.


7. Details of all warranties offered. 

8. Other information as listed in Annex A, B, C and D must be provided.

Appendix 1

 Con/031/2009
Freedom of Information Act 1997 and Freedom of Information Amendment Act 2003

Declaration 

The following information submitted by this Company/Candidate in response to this RFT is considered sensitive in the context of the above Acts.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

The reason(s) it is considered sensitive by the Company/Candidate are

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Signed:


____________________________________

Position in Company:
____________________________________

Date:



____________________________________

Appendix 2

Declaration of Compliance with RFT

Con/031/2009
TO:

Department of Defence

RE:
       Competition for the supply of 60mm Bombs Mortar Illum to the Department of Defence - CON/031/2009.

I declare that all the information given in response to this Request for Tender (RFT) is correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

In submitting a tender I am aware of and accept the terms and conditions as set out in this Request for Tenders dated 10 March 2009.
NAME OF TENDERER:
___________________________________ 

ADDRESS:


___________________________________






___________________________________






___________________________________

DATE:



_____________________

SIGNATURE:

__________________________________

Position in Company:

____________________________________

Company Registration No.
____________________________________

Irish Agent (If applicable)________________________________________

Appendix 3

Declaration of Compliance with Article 45 of E.U. Council Directive 2004/18/EC

To: 

Department of Defence

Re: 
Request for Tenders for the Provision of Bombs Mortar 60mm Illum to the Department of Defence

I DECLARE THAT THE COMPANY IS IN GOOD FINANCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL STANDING AND THAT NONE OF THE CONDITIONS AND EXCLUSIONS SET OUT IN ARTICLE 45 OF EU DIRECTIVE 2004/18/EC APPLY TO THIS COMPANY.

(THIS FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY AN AUTHORISED OFFICER OF THE COMPANY TENDERING)


Company Name:

___________________________________ 

Company Reg. No.

____________________________________

Address


___________________________________






___________________________________






___________________________________

Date:



_____________________

Signature:


  __________________________            

Position in Company:
____________________________________
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